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MISSION

Founded in 2020 by The University of The West Indies and Brock University, the Institute is now a
collaboration between a number of colleges and universities from Canada and the Caribbean.
The mission of the Institute is to:

* provide a forum to connect academic institutions, scholars, the business and public sectors, civil

society, and the cultural and diaspora communities.

* to inform and encourage collaboration across Canada and the Caribbean to advance important
social, environmental, and economic issues that are vital to the shared prosperity and advancement

of both regions; and

* to identify impediments and opportunities related to such progress.

MEMBERS

The membership includes:

. , Canada

. , Canada

. , Canada

. , Caribbean

. , Caribbean
. , Caribbean

. , Caribbean
. , Canada

. , Caribbean

. , Canada

. , Caribbean
. , Canada

Membership is also open to individuals and organizations with an interest in Canada-Caribbean

relations.



https://canadacaribbeaninstitute.org/member-institutions/brock-university/
https://canadacaribbeaninstitute.org/george-brown-college/
https://canadacaribbeaninstitute.org/mcmaster-university/
https://canadacaribbeaninstitute.org/northern-caribbean-university/
https://canadacaribbeaninstitute.org/sir-arthur-lewis-community-college-st-lucia/
https://canadacaribbeaninstitute.org/the-university-of-belize-belize/
https://canadacaribbeaninstitute.org/member-institutions/the-university-of-the-west-indies/
https://www.torontomu.ca/
https://canadacaribbeaninstitute.org/toronto-metropolitan-university/
https://canadacaribbeaninstitute.org/university-of-guyana-guyana/
https://canadacaribbeaninstitute.org/university-of-toronto/
https://canadacaribbeaninstitute.org/university-of-trinidad-and-tobago-trinidad-and-tobago/
https://canadacaribbeaninstitute.org/york-university-toronto-canada/

canadacaribbeaninstitu

SUMMARY

During the period under review, the Canada-CARICOM relationship received a significant “upgrade”
in the government-to-governmentiirelationship with the conclusion in October of the Canada-
CARICOM Strategic Partnership. The Canada Caricom Institute (CCl) welcomed this development
and offered to support the advancement of the strategic partnership.

In parallel, through its website and social media.activity, the Canada-Caribbean Institute was able to
highlight some of the significant collaberations involving member institutions in countries in the
Caribbean. The Institute also promoted selected research and activities in member institutions that
touch on issues of importance to both Canada and the Caribbean.

The Institute organized several virtual panel discussions that allowed for a focus on some of the key
policy issues that face Canada and the Caribbean.

Planning is well underway for the next Research Symposium, to be held at McMaster University in
October 2024.
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| BOARD ACTIVITIES

Meetings
The Board of Directors held meetings on June 8, 2023, September 28, 2023, and February 1, 2024.
The Executive Committee held several virtual meetings during the year.

The Research and Scholarship Committee held one meeting during the year.

Governance

The Board approved the engagement of a Canadian Executive Director and established a Strategic
Planning Committee to deepen the engagement with the Institute within member institutions as well as to
assist the Executive Director in delivering Institute-related activity.

The Board received several expressions of interest from post-secondary institutions to become members of
the Institute.

The Board reviewed the membership fee structure and all Directors agreed that member institutions will
pay the annual fees.

People

The Board Co-Chairs provided advance notice with respect to the end of their terms of office. Caribbean
Co-Chair Sir Hilary Beckles will end his term in June 2024. Canadian Co-Chair David Farrar will end his
term in June 2025.

In April 2024, The University of the West Indies (The UWI) announced that CCl Board member The Most
Honourable Dodridge D. Miller, FB, FCCA, MBA, LL.M, LLD (Hon) has been appointed as its 7th Chancellor.
Dr Miller is expected to serve a seven-year term beginning August 1, 2024.

Sir Hillary Beckles Dr. David Farrar The Hon. Dodridge Miller
Source: Barbados News Source: McMaster University Source: The UWI
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INSTITUTE ACTIVITIES

Social Media

A CCl website, Canada-Caribbean Institute (canadacaribbeaninstitute.org), and “X” (Twitter) account
eCanCariblnst were launched in October 2023.

Traffic has been steadily rising. In 2023/24 156 posts were published on the website. At the end of the year in
review, the website is averaging 1.KK visitors a month and 1.5 K views a month. The X account had 2100
impressions.

Virtual Panel

Discussing the Seasonal Agricultural Worker Program

Discussions between Canada and Jamaica - March 7th, 2024
The Guyana-Venezuela Controversy: The Argyle

The Institute, and its member institutions, often Declaration - February 27, 2024

in collaboration with partners, organized several

virtual panel discussions on key policy issues Haiti: What's next in 2024 — February 7, 2024
that face Canada and the Caribbean.

“Guarding Sovereignty” - December 12, 2023

Most of the Panel Discussions are recorded and

available for reference on the CCl website. Should we COP Out? COP 27/COP28 Canada and
Caribbean Perspectives - November 22, 2023

See Panel Discussions

(canadacaribbeaninstitute.org) Optimizing Canada-CARICOM Trade Relationship -
June 29, 2023

Communications

In the lead up to the Canada-CARICOM Leaders’ Summit, and again following it, the CCl released position
statements and briefed various media. See the following stories:

Canada and the Caribbean - A partnership for the future - St. Lucia News From The Voice (thevoiceslu.com)

Caribbean looks to Trudeau to put quest for climate change funding on the world's agenda | CBC News - CBC
October 18, 2023

Canada charts formal course for CARICOM engagement - The Hill Times - November 1, 2024

Following the Summit the CCl wrote to each of the Leaders to congratulate them on the outcome and to offer
the support and engagement of the Institute as the Strategic Partnership is advanced.


https://canadacaribbeaninstitute.org/
https://canadacaribbeaninstitute.org/panel-discussions/
https://canadacaribbeaninstitute.org/panel-discussions/
https://thevoiceslu.com/2023/10/canada-and-the-caribbean-a-partnership-for-the-future/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/caricom-trudeau-caribbean-1.6999106
https://www.hilltimes.com/story/2023/11/01/canada-paves-formal-road-for-caricom-engagement/401584/
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MEMBER
INSTITUTION
ACTIVITIES

The Hon. Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada and the Hon. Mia Mottley, Prime Minister of
Barbados. Source: George Brown College

Brock University

* April 2024 - Brock University recently strengthened its connections in the Caribbean by signing a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) with the University College of the Cayman Islands (UCCI). Read Story

George Brown College

* December 18, 2023 - George Brown College (GBC) announced a transformative partnership with the Ministry of
Education, Training and Vocational Training in Barbados aimed at fostering collaboration and innovation in career-
oriented education post-secondary education. Read Story

* October 2023 - GBC hosted Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and Prime Minister of Barbados Mia Mottley for a Town
Hall event. Read Story

* September 2023 - George Brown College and The Guyana Online Academy of Learning (GOAL) launched the
Programmable Logic Controller (PLC) Technician Certificate Programme for manufacturing companies in Guyana.

Read Story
McMaster University

* January 18, 2024 - McMaster University senior officials met with the Caribbean Development Bank and Canadian
government staff to discuss potential collaboration in the areas of higher education partnership, governance, and

clean energy. Read Story
Toronto Metropolitan University

* March 2024 - Toronto Metropolitan University and the Government of Guyana launched an ambitious “One
Guyana Digital” project to provide digital skills training to over 2,000 Guyanese citizens. Read Story

President Ali
Source: Government of Guyana



https://canadacaribbeaninstitute.org/2024/04/24/brock-expands-global-relationships-with-new-canada-caribbean-partnership/
https://www.georgebrown.ca/media-release/2023/media-release-george-brown-college-and-barbados-ministry-of-education-training-and-vocational-training-forge-dynamic-partnership
https://www.georgebrown.ca/news/2023/gbc-hosts-prime-minister-justin-trudeau-and-prime-minister-of-barbados-mia-mottley-for-a-town-hall-event
https://canadacaribbeaninstitute.org/2023/09/14/september-14-2023-goal-and-george-brown-college-partner-to-launch-plc-programme-for-manufacturing-sector-in-guyana/
https://canadacaribbeaninstitute.org/2024/01/18/january-18-2024-mcmaster-welcomes-high-commission-of-canada-in-barbados-and-the-caribbean-development-bank/
https://canadacaribbeaninstitute.org/2024/05/06/tmu-partners-with-government-of-guyana-to-upskill-workers-in-tech/
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» October 2023- Toronto Raptors’ Chris Boucher announced the inaugural recipient of the SlimmDuck
Foundation Scholarship established for Toronto Metropolitan University. The gift will help reduce barriers to
higher education for students of Caribbean descent. Read Story

University of Toronto

* February 2024 - The University of Toronto has launched a Call for Proposals to support collaborative
education and research initiatives with institutions in Latin America and/or the Caribbean in areas of
Human Migration and/or Climate Change and Sustainability. Read Story

* February 2024) The University of Toronto received a $5-million donation from alumnus Richard Rooney,
which will be matched by funds from the Faculty of Arts & Science, will create an endowed professorship
at each centre and two prestigious postdoctoral fellowships, energizing the next generation of African
Studies and Caribbean Studies scholars. Read Story

The University of the West Indies

* April 2024 - The UWI and UWI Toronto Awards hold an annual fundraising gala in Toronto in support of UWI
scholarships. Read Story

b \
Y4

UWI Toronto Benefit Awards Co-Patrons Kevin Hibbert (I), Ann-Marie Hibbert, Brigitte Chang and Donette Chin-Loy Chang,
Scotiabank Executive Anya Schnoor and UWI Vice-Chancellor Sir Hilary Beckles present the G. Raymond Chang Award to Raj Kothari
Source: Ron Fanfair


https://canadacaribbeaninstitute.org/2023/10/12/october-12-2023-toronto-raptors-chris-boucher-announces-inaugural-recipient-of-the-slimmduck-foundation-scholarship-established-for-toronto-metropolitan-university/
https://canadacaribbeaninstitute.org/2024/02/05/february-5-2024-university-of-toronto-call-for-proposals/
https://canadacaribbeaninstitute.org/2024/02/28/historic-gift-for-african-studies-and-caribbean-studies-programs-at-university-of-toronto/
https://www.ronfanfair.com/home/2024/5/15/4oc28rz8gw71w87lzcaoj3d8m7dle0
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DEVELOPMENTS IN THE
GOVERNMENT-TO-GOVERNMENT
RELATIONSHIP

Canada-Caricom strategic partnership

One of the most significant developments in the history of the bilateral Canada-CARICOM relationship
occurred in October 2023 when Prime Minister Trudeau and the Heads of Government from CARICOM
states met in Ottawa for a Leaders’” Summit. This meeting resulted in the launch of the Canada-CARICOM
Strategic Partnership - October 2023. The partnership commits the two sides to maintain a formal process
of regular engagement, between senior officials, Ministers and culminating in Leaders” Summits in order to
deliver results on key issues facing Canada and the Caribbean.

During a number of Ministerial engagements during the course of the year, and at the Summit itself,
Canada announced significant funding for a number of CARICOM priority initiatives.

Minister Hussen attends 46th CARICOM meeting and announces new funding for multiple countries in the
Caribbean - February 2024

Canadian Prime Minister and Caribbean leaders take next steps to fight climate change, grow strong

economies, and strengthen regional security - October 2023

Canada announces $44.8 million in new funding to support the CARICOM in addressing the climate crisis
- February 2023

CARICOM and its member states engaged in several significant foreign policy issues in the Caribbean
region during the year, including Haiti and the Guyana-Venezuela dispute over the Esquibo region.
Canada supported each of the CARICOM initiatives.

Haiti

Through the efforts of an Eminent Persons Group
seeking to find common group with various
Haitian stakeholders, and ultimately by way of a
Leaders meeting, CARICOM sought to bring
about positive change in governance in Haiti and
an improvement in the security situation.

Source: The Guardian

Note: this section provides highlights of the bilateral relationship and should not be considered to be comprehensive.


https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2024/02/minister-hussen-attends-46th-caricom-meeting-and-announces-new-funding-for-multiple-countries-in-the-caribbean.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2024/02/minister-hussen-attends-46th-caricom-meeting-and-announces-new-funding-for-multiple-countries-in-the-caribbean.html
https://www.pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2023/10/18/prime-minister-and-caribbean-leaders-take-next-steps-fight-climat
https://www.pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2023/10/18/prime-minister-and-caribbean-leaders-take-next-steps-fight-climat
https://www.pm.gc.ca/en/news/backgrounders/2023/02/16/canada-announces-448-million-new-funding-support-caricom-addressing
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CARICOM Statement on the Establishment of the Haitian Presidential Council - April 2024

Agreements on Transitional Governance in place following talks on Haiti in Jamaica - March 2024

Canada and CARICOM worked in close collaboration during the efforts to manage a transition in Haiti.
Prime Minister Trudeau participated in several international meetings.
Canada has also committed significant resources to security in Haiti.

Canadda’s Operation Helios - March 2024

Canada announces $123 million in financial support for security in Haiti - February 2024

Guyana's disputed region Guya ha / Venezuela

Guyana's exclusive CARICOM members were active in seeking to mediate

economic zone

relations between Guyana and Venezuela following

il field
(8 billion barrels)

Venezueld's territorial claims for the Essequibo region
of Guyana. Certain CARICOM members facilitated a
meeting between Guyanese and Venezuelan leaders
which resulted in the Argyle Declaration, an attempt to
pre-empt Venezuelan action to claim the Essequibo
region of Guyana. Both Canada and CARICOM have
made clear statements of support for Guyana

CARICOM Statement - April 2024

Canadian Statement on Guyana and Venezuela regarding Essequibo Region - December 2023

Climate Change

Both Canada and CARICOM were actively engaged with the international community on the issue of climate
change, culminating during the year in the COP28 meeting held in Dubai, November 30-December 12, 2023.

CARICOM Ministers see COP28 as a test of the world’s commitment to the most vulnerable - November 1,
2023

COP28 summary of outcomes - Canada

Visa Policy and other immigration matters

Canadd'’s policies requiring visas to enter the country are considered difficult by some CARICOM states.

Canada made two changes to its rules around visas and study permits that will have an impact on the
Caribbean.

Eligible travelers from 13 more countries now qualify for visa-free travel to Canada - June, 2023 (Antigua and
Barbuda, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines and Trinidad and Tobago now visa free)
Canada to stabilize growth and decrease number of new international student permits issued to

approximately 360,000 for 2024 - January 2024



https://caricom.org/caricom-statement-on-the-establishment-of-the-haitian-presidential-council/
https://caricom.org/agreements-on-transitional-governance-in-place-following-talks-on-haiti-in-jamaica/
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/services/operations/military-operations/current-operations/operation-helios.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2024/02/canada-announces-123-million-in-funding-to-improve-security-in-haiti.html
https://caricom.org/statement-on-the-unacceptable-escalation-of-tensions-and-threats-to-regional-peace-and-security-occasioned-by-the-adoption-of-the-organic-law-for-the-defence-of-guyana-essequiba-on-a/
https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2023/12/statement-on-guyana-and-venezuela-regarding-essequibo-region.html
https://caricom.org/caricom-statement-on-the-establishment-of-the-haitian-presidential-council/
https://caricom.org/caricom-ministers-see-cop28-as-a-test-of-the-worlds-commitment-to-the-most-vulnerable/
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/canada-international-action/un-climate-change-conference/cop28-summit/summary-outcomes.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/news/2023/06/eligible-travellers-from-13more-countries-now-qualify-for-visa-free-travel-to-canada.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/news/2024/01/canada-to-stabilize-growth-and-decrease-number-of-new-international-student-permits-issued-to-approximately-360000-for-2024.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/news/2024/01/canada-to-stabilize-growth-and-decrease-number-of-new-international-student-permits-issued-to-approximately-360000-for-2024.html
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Other

Prime Minister Trudeau and Prime Minister Mottley were actively engaged in bilateral conversations on the
issue of advancing achievement of the UN Sustainable Development Goals.

Similarly, Prime Minister Trudeau and Prime Minister Holness consulted closely on matters relating to
advance UN Financing for Development delivery.

SUSTAINABLE ™ s
DEVELOPMENT ‘«.&ALS

IERO GOOD HEALTH QUALITY GENDER CLEAN WATER
HUNGER AND WELL-BEING EDUCATION EQUALITY AND SANITATION

vl NI

DECENT WORK AND INDUSTRY, INNOVATION 1 REDUCED 1 SUSTAINABLE CITIES l RESPONSIBLE
ECONOMIC GROWTH AND INFRASTRUCTURE INEQUALITIES AND COMMUNITIES CONSUMPTION
AND PRODUCTION

M| ‘%’ ﬁﬁéﬁ

1 CLIMATE LIFE 15 LIFE 1 6 PEACE, JUSTICE 1 7 PARTNERSHIPS
ACTION BELOW WATER ON LAND AND STRONG FOR THE GOALS

INSTITUTIONS

Source: un.org/sustainabledevelopment


https://canadacaribbeaninstitute.org/united-nations-sustainable-development-goals-canada-and-caricom/
https://canadacaribbeaninstitute.org/financing-for-development/

THANK YOU!

Contact the Canada-Caribbean Institute by email:
CanadaCaribbeanlnstituteegmail.com

Follow the Canada-Caribbean Institute throughout the year:
scan the QR codes below:

On the Web On Twitter “X” Caribbean Tracker
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Canada-
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Institute


mailto:CanadaCaribbeanInstitute@gmail.com

	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11

